
Carolyn Connelly
December 27, 2022

Carolyn's parents emigrated from Czechoslovakia and settled in Burgettstown,
Pennsylvania. She was born in 1919 and is the youngest of nine siblings.  In
the 1950's, Carolyn followed her sister to Miami, Florida where she met and
married her husband. 

 

She was 33 years old when she gave birth to her first child, John.  When John
was just 13 months old Carolyn gave birth to twin boys, Timothy and Patrick.
Twelve months after that she had Mary, then twelve months later Catherine,
and 12 months after that Shawn was born. She had six babies in five years!
But she wasn't done. 15 months after Shawn was born, she gave birth to
Matthew and then 13 months later Theresa. She stopped having babies only
after turning 41. 

 

She loved to play the piano at home for her children.  She could not read
music but has an ear and could play songs after hearing it only a few times.
Man could she bang out the song "Delta Dawn". Once the last child was
established in elementary school, she took a job at the local hospital where
she was a switchboard operator and then admitting clerk.  When all the
children had moved out of the house she and her husband relocated to
Sebring. She found part time work at the local hospital for many years. For her
80th birthday she decided she would quit working and finally retire. To keep
her mind busy, she began to crochet. She crocheted many colorful blankets. 



After her husband passed Carolyn relocated to High Springs to live with her
son Patrick. She adjusted well as many of her children were in the area. There
was a local music store in town, and she decided she wanted to take violin
lessons. Her goal was to learn only one song, 'Ave Maria'. She would practice
and make everyone who came to visit listen to her. 

 

She attended Mass daily. For many years she played the organ during
Adoration until her memory started to slowly fail and she was struggling to
remember the songs. When she could no longer drive, she would find
volunteers to drive her to the church. In her nineties it became obvious she
needed more assistance. By the grace of God, her son John and daughter in-
law Joan moved her into their home where she was well cared for. 

 

Amazing that she would be celebrating her 103rd birthday, which she did at
the Brevard Alzheimer's day care known as Joe's Club. The Mayor of
Melbourne was there and awarded her with a certificate of Carolyn Connelly
day!! Quite a milestone for her! She would get picked up and dropped off daily.
Such a wonderful organization and she just loved going there. She will be
missed by all who came to know and loved her. 

 

A Mass will be held on January 6th, 2023 at 11 AM at St. Madeleine Catholic
Church in High Springs, Florida. She will be laid to rest in the St. Madeleine
Memorial Garden alongside her husband, John and her son, Shawn. A
celebration of her life will follow her Mass in the church hall. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please feel free to donate to your favorite charity. 
 

May she rest in peace ... Oct.27th, 1919-Dec. 19th, 2022
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Norma Allen - April 07, 2016 at 05:16 PM

Dear Auntie Liz, 
 Happy Birthday on your celebration day up in heaven reuniting with

Uncle James, your mom and dad and so many family and friends.
You have always been my special place in my heart and have made
so many wonderful memories with you. Thanks for all the newsy
cards you sent me and being a good big sis for my dad. You lived a
wonderful life and to its fullest. You will be missed by all and know
you have people already laughing up there... 

 LOVE ya! 
 Norma Jean

Wanda Cates Bolinger - April 06, 2016 at 10:54 PM

She was a fun Aunt, and I will always cherish my childhood
memories at her home in Mary Esther. I truly loved her.
Condolences to Janette, Jimmy and David and their families. Love,
Wanda Leigh


