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Donald (Don) Burl Pettry died March 9, 2013 after a brief illness. Don was
born December 10, 1928, in Akron, Ohio, to John Sidney Pettry and Emeline
Haught Pettry. He served in the U.S. Army and earned his degree in
Chemistry at Abilene Christian College. Don married Virginia Iris Spence of
Poteet, Texas, in 1949, and they resided in Pennsylvania where he was
employed as a chemical engineer for Firestone Chemical Company. In 1959,
Don was transferred to Atlanta, Georgia, where he was employed by Flexible
Products Company in research and development, then in technical sales.
Among his many achievements there, he helped to create and revolutionize
the use of plastisol inks and the screen printing processes we know and use
today. For his ingenuity, creative thinking, product knowledge, and dedication,
he received the "Howard Parmele Award" in 1995. He enjoyed the industry so
much that he remained active as a consultant and made yearly treks to the
conventions to offer his expertise. He also hosted for the company at the
Master's Golf Tournament for many years. Don served as senior vice
president until his early retirement due to the illness of his wife Iris. After her
death, Don married Christine Hale and relocated to Gainesville, Florida. Don
enjoyed serving the Lord, participated in mission work, and was always an
active Church of Christ member. While in Marietta, Georgia, he helped to
found several congregations and was a member of East Cobb Church of
Christ. In Gainesville, he was affiliated with the High Springs Church of Christ
and was a member of the University Church of Christ. He loved travel (visiting



69 countries), was an award- winning competitive swimmer in his youth, could
beat anyone at ping-pong, was a wonderful song leader for many years, and
was an avid and excellent golfer. Don recently lost his older brother and best
friend Dale K. Pettry as well as his sister Audrey Gardner. His sister, Naomi
Tome, of Abilene, Texas, survives him along with numerous beloved nieces
and nephews. Don is survived by his loving wife Christine and her children
Carol Hale (widow of Johnny Hale) of Gainesville, Florida; Debra Hatch
(husband Lee) of Branford, Florida; Tommy Hale (wife Kelly) of Val Rico,
Florida; and their families. He is also survived by his children: John of
Asheville, North Carolina; David of Anchorage, Alaska; Donna Cole (husband
Tom) of Tucker, Georgia; Robbie Sibley (husband Quintus) of Highlands,
North Carolina; James (wife Lori) of Scranton, Pennsylvania; Kathy Kucifer
(husband Ken) of Marietta, Georgia; grandchildren Annie Pettry, Cody Pettry,
Ayla Pettry, Nicholas Masters, Jason Pettry, Samantha Pettry, Max Pettry,
Tyler Kucifer, Kayla Kucifer, Samala and Serena Hirst; and five great-
grandchildren. A funeral service will be held at 2:00 PM in Gainesville, FL on
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at University City Church of Christ and a funeral will
be held at East Cobb Church of Christ in Marietta, Georgia. Those details to
be announced.
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John Peter Pero - January 24, 2025 at 07:36 PM

Some mile markers in life are just indelible. Many ages ago, this
man and his lovely wife, Iris, welcomed me into their home on many
weekends away from college, when I dated their charming daughter,
Donna. Being their resident Yankee, I was kidded mercilessly but
welcomed into their comfortable home of many kids; all with distinct
personalities. To me, they were family, and I truly loved each of
them, all with their huge hearts which evidentally were passed down
through their genes of such wonderful parents. 

 Don, your smarts & accomplishments are not forgotten by this
wayward soul. R.I.P Don & Iris! You done good!

Terry Smith - March 12, 2013 at 09:59 AM

Dear Christine: I am so sorry for Don's passing. I know you and him
had a marriage made in heaven and he is now with our Lord and
Savior basking in Glory never to know the earthly pains or the sting
of death again. Just remember the angels were right there to bare
him to up heaven. My deepest thought for you and my prayers will
be with you as you mourn for his loss and joy he brought into your
life. I know I don't ever see you but you are my only sister who I love
and care for very much. I just found out last night and will do my
best to be there today. Our God can and will give you and the family
peace that passest all understanding and I pray that he will be with
you in the days ahead. Just remember all the good days that you
had with him and the many great works you and him did for the
Lord. 

 Love your brother 
 Terry


